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space in sea and sky. His pictures are to be
seen in The Hague Museum, Boyman's Mu-
seum, Rotterdam, and the Luxembourg,
Paris.

Mesentery, is the broad fold of peritoneum
(the great serous membrane of the abdomen)
which attaches the intestines posteriorly to
the vertebral column. It serves to retain the
intestines in their place.

Meshcheriaks, a race of Eastern Russia, of
Ugro-Finnish origin, and related to the Vo-
guls and Bashkirs.

Meshed, or Mash-had, city, Northeastern
Persia. It is a famous place for pilgrimages,
the attraction being the tomb of Imam Riza,
son of AH, founder of the Shiites, in a mag-
nificent and richly adorned mosque; p. 60,-
ooo.

Mesmer, Friedrich Franz or Anton
(1733-1815), German physician, founder of
the theory of animal magnetism or mesmer-
ism. Consult Carpenter's Mesmerism and
Spiritualism.

Mesmerism. See Hypnotism.

Mesne Lord. In the feudal system of land
tenure, an intermediate lord, of whom lands
were held in fee and who in his turn held
the same lands of a superior lord. The mesne
Iqrd was thus both tenant and landlord.

Mesne Process, the execution of an order
or decree issued by a court in any inter-
mediate stage of a suit, between the writ or
summons by which the action was instituted
and final judgment. In the United States the
term is seldom employed.

Mesoderm, the name given by embryolo-
gists to the third or middle layer, which ap-
pears in development after the ectoderm and
endoderm.

Mesopotamia, the Greek and Roman name
for the region lying between the Tigris and
Euphrates Rivers. It is strictly a geographical
term, and has never signified a political di-
vision. The northern part is fertile and, when
well irrigated, produces fine crops of wheat,
barley, rice, millet, tobacco, melons, dates,
and other fruit. The southern part is a flat,
uncultivated, badly watered steppe, overrun
by predatory hordes of nomads. During the
Great War (1914-19) Mesopotamia was the
scene of severe fighting between the Turkish
army and the British and Russian forces.
Formerly including Bagdad, Basra and Mo-
sul, Turkish vilayets, it is now known as
Irak. See IRAK.

Mesothorium, a rayless product of thori-
um which becomes active when transfonned
into radiothorium. It is cheaper than radium,

______________________Messiah
although it requires much greater quantities
of material for its production. It is found in
Brazil, N. and S, Carolina and Colorado.
Mesotron, the particle of matter or energy
that is shortest lived and most unstable; be-
lieved to be a product of cosmic ray disin-
tegration high in the atmosphere. It was first
noted in 1937 by Drs. Carl D. Anderson and
Seth Neddermeyer.
Mesozoic, a sub-division of geological
time, between the Permain and the Eocene. It
includes the Triassic, the Jurassic, and the
Cretaceous systems. See GEOLOGY.
Mesquite, two species of trees or shrubs
belonging to the genus Prosopis and used as
food by the Indians. The Common or Honey
Mesquite is common in the Southwest. Curly
Mesquite, or Screw Bean, is a native of N. A.
Mess. In the U. S. Army and Navy every"
body of men whose meals arc served collec-
tively is called a mess. In the U, S. and other
navies the admiral generally messes alone, as
does the captain, but sometimes the two
messes are combined. Ward-room officers be-
long to the ward-room mess. Junior and war-
rant officers have their own mess room. The
crew is divided into a convenient number of
messes.
Messala, Roman family of the Valerian
clan; its most distinguished member was
Marcus Valerius Messala Corvinus, who was
a generous patron of literature, and himself
wrote works on history and grammar, as well
as poems and speeches.
Messalina, Valeria, third wife of the
Roman emperor Claudius i. All the writers
of the period represent her as a monster of
cruelty and profligacy. Narcissus at length
disclosed to Claudius Messalina's relations
with Gaius Silius, and Claudius ordered her
death.
Messenia, district of ancient Greece, form-
ing the southwest portion of the Pelopon-
nesus.
Messiah, a personage whom the Israelites
expected to come as the divine agent in their
delivery and triumph. According to the prev-
alent Christian belief, a saviour was divine-
ly promised to man at the expulsion from
Eden, The Hebrews were the chosen people
of God to produce the Redeemer, and their
entire history was a providential training to
this end. When their training was complete
and the conditions of the Gentile world were
also ripe, the Messiah was born at Bethle-
hem. The downfall of the Hebrew kingdoms
and the centuries of oppression and suffer-
ing which followed perverted the national